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At Next Gen Support Services, we continue to ensure that any form of abuse or harmful
behaviour is dealt with as soon as possible and consistently fo reduce the extent of harm to
the pupil, with full consideration to impact on that pupil’'s emotional and mental health and
wellbeing.

Peer-on-peer abuse is very closely linked to the provisions’ Anti-Bullying Policy and Young
Person and Adult Safeguarding and Profection Policy, as well as other key documents
which include Positive Behaviour Policy.

Staff should be able to recognise the importance of distinguishing between developmentally
expected behaviour and problematic behaviour and highly abnormal / abusive behaviour.

This policy, our child protection policy, government guidance and other references listed
provide clear guidance on how schools should manage sexual violence and sexual
harassment between children. It is made very clear that such behaviours are not
acceptable, will never be tolerated and is not an inevitable part of growing up. Similarly,
such behaviours should not be dismissed as “banter”, “part of growing up”, “just having a
laugh” or "boys being boys” or “girls being girls”. This section of the policy is fit for purpose,
remains unchanged, and should inform all practice in relation to any Harmful Sexual
Behaviours between children, specifically the following section:

As support service, where we discover incidents of sexualised behaviours between children,
we will respond to this in line with the Warwickshire County Councils and The City of Coventry
Cities Profocol for Managing Peer-on-peer Harmful Sexual Behaviour in Schools, Settings and
Provisions and with reference to the following documents:

BROOK TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL - SEE APPENDIX B

BACKGROUND

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2025 states that:

‘Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure their child profection policy includes
procedures to minimise the risk of peer-on-peer abuse and sets out how allegations of
peer-on-peer abuse will be investigated and dealt with’

"Governing bodies should ensure that there are procedures in place to handle allegations
against other children”.

The guidance also states the importance of minimising the risks of peer-on-peer abuse.

In order to protect children, we need to be aware of the level and nature of risk to which
Young Person/Vulnerable Adults are or may be exposed, take a whole-school approach to
preventing and responding to peer-on-peer abuse and use the policy as a preventative
measure, recognise national and increasing concern about this issue, and encourage
Young Person/Vulnerable Adults to speak up should they or a friend feel unsafe.

AIMS OF THE POLICY

1. To be preventative and minimise the risk of peer-on-peer
abuse

2. To help identify and manage peer-on-peer abuse

3. To be a working document alongside the child
protection policy and other relevant policies
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DEFINITION

WHAT IS PEER-ON-PEER ABUSE?

Any form of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse, and coercive control,
exercised between children and within children’s relationships (both intimate and
nonintimate), friendships, and wider peer associations.

It can take various forms including (but not limited to): bullying (including cyberbullying),
relationship abuse, domestic violence, child sexual exploitation, youth produced sexual
imagery, youth violence, harmful sexual behaviour and / or be gender-based.

Online peer-on-peer abuse is any form of peer-on-peer abuse with a digital element, for
example, sexting, online abuse, coercion and exploitation, peer-on-peer grooming,
threatening language delivered via online means, the distribution of sexualised content,
and harassment.

All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children and that it can happen
both inside and outside of school or provision and online. It is important that all staff
recognise the indicators and signs of peer-on-peer abuse and know how fo identify it and
respond o reports.

All staff should understand, that even if there are no reports in their schools or provisions it
does not mean itis not happening, it may be the case that it is just not being reported. As
such it is important if staff have any concerns regarding peer-on-peer abuse they should
speak fo the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy).

It is essential that all staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate
behaviours between peers, many of which are listed below, that are actually abusive in
nature. Downplaying certain behaviours can lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviours,
an unsafe environment for children and in worst case scenarios a culture that normalises
abuse leading to children accepting it as normal and not coming forward to report it.

Peer-on-peer abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

* bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);
* abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;

* physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise
causing physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates,
threatens and/or encourages physical abuse);

* sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may
include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual
violence);

* sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual
harassment, which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse;

®* causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing
someone to strip, fouch themselves sexually, or fo engage in sexual activity with a
third party;

* consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi nudes images and or
videos (also known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery);

* up-skirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing
without their permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to
obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm; and
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* initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of inifiating a person info a group
and may also include an online element).

All staff should be clear as to the school’s or provision's policy and procedures with regards
fo peer-on-peer abuse and the important role they have to play in preventing it and
responding where they believe a child may be af risk from it.

TYPES OF ABUSE - DETAILS

Sexually harmful behaviour / sexual abuse (including inappropriate sexualised language,
touching, assault). The Hackett confinuum model demonstrates the range of sexual
behaviours, which in turn is useful to understand the level of behaviour and therefore how to
respond. See Appendix A and Appendix B.

Sexting is when someone sends or receives a sexually explicit fext, image or video. This
includes sending ‘nude pics’, ‘rude pics' or ‘nude selfies’. Pressuring someone into sending a
nude picture can happen in any relationship and to anyone, whatever their age, gender or
sexual preference.

Bullying including cyber bullying. Bullying includes actions such as making threats,
spreading rumours, attacking someone physically or verbally or for a particular reason
e.g. size, hair colour, gender, sexual orientation, and excluding someone from a group
on purpose.

In assessing if the behaviour is bullying it is worth considering the level of aggression and if it
is repeated behaviour or a significant one-off incident.

An Imbalance of Power: Young people who bully use their power—such as physical
strength, access to embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others.
Power imbalances can change over time and in different situations, even if they involve the
same people.

Repetition: Bullying behaviours happen more than once or have the potential to happen
more than once.

Cyberbullying is the use of phones, instant messaging, e-mail, chat rooms or social
networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter to harass, threaten or intimidate someone
for the same reasons as stated above.

Relational aggression is a form of bullying set to intentionally manipulate and damage the
relationships of their victims. This may include; spreading rumours, making friendships
conditional, making fun of the individual's appearance, coercing or encouraging them to
take a particular course of “negative” action or excluding the individual from a social

group.

Relational abuse is defined as a pattern of actual or threatened acts of physical, sexual,
and / or emotional abuse, perpetfrated by an adolescent (between the ages of 13 and 18).
Abuse may include insults, coercion, social sabotage, sexual harassment, threats and / or
acts of physical or sexual abuse. The abusive teen uses this pattern of violent and coercive
behaviour, in a heterosexual or same gender relationship, in order to gain power and
maintain control over the partner.

Prejudiced behaviour refers fo a range of hurtful behaviour, physical or emotional or both,
which causes someone to feel powerless, worthless, excluded or marginalised, and which is
connected with prejudices around belonging, identity and equality in wider society —in
particular, prejudices to do with disabilities and special educational needs, ethnic, cultural
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and religious backgrounds, gender, home life, (for example in relation fo issues of care,
parental occupation, poverty and social class) and sexual identity (homosexual, bisexual,
franssexual).

RESPONSIBILITY OF STAFF

Identify the concern, take all concerns seriously never tolerate abuse as “banter”

Log details on Young Person/Vulnerable Adults’ behaviour records as a pastoral concern
In particular, consideration must always be given to whether an issue should be responded
to through the first stages of the bullying policy, as high-level bullying, or as peer-on-peer
abuse. Staff should seek advice and support from the DSLs if they have any doubt.

Inform the DSL

Support all those involved (victim(s) and perpetrator(s)) through pastoral care system (Case
manager, Senior Case Manager, Head of Services, medical centre, DSLs, friends, home)

ACTION AND ONGOING REVIEW

Identify locations that may be vulnerable for Young Person/Vulnerable Adults

Language: Try to steer aware from victim and perpetrator, more understanding of the child
and the reasoning behind their behaviour before labelling

Identify any Young Person/Vulnerable Adults who may be vulnerable

Communicate with those who need to be aware

Actively promote gender equality and healthy relationships (raise awareness with Prefects)
Young Person/Vulnerable Adults: Raise awareness and frequent messaging about healthy
relationships. Examples of what is unhealthy and what is abusive. Link to positive mental

health.

Whilst Hackett’'s model is focused on sexual abuse, it is a useful generic starting point for
categorising other types of peer-on-peer abuse

REFERENCES

INTERNAL REFERENCES

* Anti-bullying Policy

* |CT Acceptable use policy

*  Mobile phone and mobile devices policy
* Safeguarding and protection policy

*  Provision Rules
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External references

Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Between Children in Schools and Provisions (May
2018) Part 5 KCSIE

Preventing and tackling bullying (July 2017)

Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2025)
Keeping children safe in education 2025 (publishing.service.gov.uk)

A confinuum of behaviours (Hackett 2010)

Protocol for Managing Peer-on-peer Harmful Sexual Behaviour in Schools, Settings and
Provisions (December 2018)

hitps://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/4428/protocol-for-managing-peer-on-peernarmful-
sexuadl-behaviour-in-schools-4-final.pdf

https://www.farrer.co.uk/globalassets/clients-and-sectors/safequarding/farrer--
cosafeguarding-peer-on-peer-abuse-toolkit-2019.pdf
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APPENDIX A — A CONTINUUM OF BEHAVIOURS

14

R e N L L

A continuum Hackett (2010) has proposed a continuum FeSpniE
of behaviours model to demonstrate the range of sexual
It 1s vital for professionsis to behaviours presented by children and

distinguish norma fromsbrorra young people, from those that are normal,
sexwal Sahaviows. Chaffn et to those that are Nghly deviant:

(2002, p208) sugpest a child's
sexual oehaviour should te

considered abnormal if it Normal Inappropriate Problematic Abusive Violent
* Developmentaly » Single Instances of * Problematic and « Victimising intent * Physically violent
* OcCLrs ot & Treguency wxpected nappropeiate sexuasl concerming Of outcome sexual sbuse
greater than would be be havionsr behaviours
developmentally expected » Socially acceptable * Includes msuse = Highly intrusive
* Sociaby acceptable * Developmentally of power
« Intarfaras with the » Consensual, mutual, behaviowr within unusual and socioly * Instrumental
child's devalopmant reciprocal peer group unexpected + Coerclon and force violence which is
to ensure victim physiciogically and/
* occurs with coerclon » Shared decision « Context for * No ovart elemaents compliance or sexuslly arousing
intimizaticn, or force making behaviour may be of victimisation to the perpetrstor
nappropriate * Intrusive
* |8 pasccioted with » Corsantissues * Sadism
emotional distress » Generally may be unclear * Infoermed corsent
corsensual lacking. of not able
* Oteurs between children and reciprocal * May lack reciprocity to be frealy given
of divergant ages or or equal power by victim
dewiocpmantal abikties
* May include levels * May inchude
* repoatedly rocurs in S6Crecy of compulsivity elements of

after intervantion by caregivers expressive violence
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APPENDIX B - BROOK MODEL OF SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS



SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

© © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

B brook

Behaviours: age 0 to 5 years

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level
of intervention that will vary.

@ Greenbehaviours @ Amber behaviours @ Red behaviours
* holding or playing with own genitals * preoccupation with adult sexual ¢ persistently touching the genitals of
« gttempting to touch or curiosity behaviour other chidren
about other chidren's genitals * puling other chidren’s pants down/ * persistent attempts to touch the
attempting to fouch or curiosity skirts up/trousers down ogainst ther genitak of aduits

about breasts, bottoms or genitals of
odults

gomes e.g. mummies ond daddies,
doctors and nurses

enjoying nokedness

interest in body parts and what they
do

curiosity about the differences
between boys and gitks

will

talking about sex usng odult slang
preoccupation with touching the
genitals of other people

following others into 1odets or
changing rooms fo look at them or
touch them

talking about sexual octivities seen on
TV/online

simwuiation of sexual activity in play
sexual behaviour between young
chidren involving penetration with
objects

forcing other children fo engoge in
sexual play

What is green behaviour?

What is amber behaviour?

What is red behaviour?

Green behaviours reflect sofe and
heaithy sexual development. They are:

* displayed between chidren or

Amber behaviours have the potentiol
to be outside of safe and healthy
behaviour. They may be:

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
heaithy behaviour. They may be:

* excessive, secretive, compuisive,

young people of similar age or
developmental abiity

* reflective of natural curiosity,
axpermentation, consensual
octivities and positive choices

¢ unusudl for that particular chid or
young person

» of potential concern due fo age, or
deveiopmentol differences

* of potential concern due fo activity

type, frequency, duration or context
in which they occur

coercive, degrading or threatening
involving sgnificant oge.
developmental, or power differences
of concern due to the activity type,

frequency, duration or the context in
which they occur

What can you do?
Green behaviours provide

opportunities o give positive feedboack
ond additional information.

What can you do?
Amber behaviours signal the need to
take nofice and gather information
fo assess the appropriate oction.

Red behaviours indicate a need for

lfodthasmncv«ym'emwmmmmnmsmobnsxmwmwmwmmoibengpunhhea As indfoemofion

s comstantly

reader: are stongly odvised 10 use this infarmation for up %0 one month from print dote. &rock occephs no resporuibiity for

dﬁmmwmmmcmmdmnﬁmnxugmmmwmmmmtcm

Sook Sexvol Behavious lafic Light ool odapled with permission from True Relaticnahios & Reproductive Health, (2012), Trafic Lights guide 1o sexodd behaviours in
chidren and young people: identfy, undersfond and respond. iisbane: True Relotiorships & Reproduc five Heolth, Austrolia

Umidea Campany regsterad n England ond Wolet, number 2444940, Rogiterea Charity in Englond and Wales, number 70301 5. Registerad Chatty in Scosiond. number SCO4S7ER.
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(3 brook

Behaviours: age 5 to 9 years

SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

® © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level

of intervention that will vary.

@ Green behaviours

* leeling and touching own genitals

* curiosity aobout other chidren's
genitals

¢ curiosity about sex and relationships,
0.g. differences batween boys and
gris, how sex happens, where babies
come from, same-sex relatiorships

* serse of privacy obou! bodies

¢ feling stories or asking questions using
sweor and slang words for parts of
the body

@ Amber behaviours

questions about sexual octivity which
perss! or are repeated fequently,
despita an answer having been given
saxual bulying foce to foce or
through texts or online messoging
engoging in mutual masturbation

persstent sexudl imoges and kdeas in
talk, play and art

use of adult sang longuage fo
discuss sex

@ Red behaviours

frequent masturbation in front of
others

sexual behaviour engaging
sgrificanily younger or less able
chicren

forcing other children o take part in
soxual activities

srmulation of oral or penetrative sex

sourcing pormogrophic materal
online

What is green behaviour?

Groen behavioun reflect safe and
hedithy sexual developmen!. They are:

What is amber behaviour?

Amber behaviours have the potentiol
to be outsde of safe and healthy
behaviowr, They may be:

What is red behaviour?

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
healthy behaviour. They may be:

¢ daplayed between chidren or
young people of similar age or
developmentol ablity

* reflective of natural curiosity,
experimentation, consensual
octivities and positive choices

* oxcessive, secrefive, compulsive,
coerciva, degroding or threatening

* involving sgnficant oge,
developmenial, or power differences

* of concern due fo the octivity type,
frequency, duration or the context in

o unusud for that particulor chid or
young pernon

* of potential concern due 10 age, or
developmental differences

¢ of potential concern due 1o octivity

type, requency, duration or context

which they occur

in which thay occur
What can you do? What can you do? ‘What can you do?
Groen behaviours provide Amber behaviours signal the need to Red behaviour indicate a need for
opportunities fo give positive feedback take notice and gather information immediate intervention and acfion.
and additional information. to assess the appropriate action.

Mook has foken every care fo emure hat the information confaned In this publicotion & accutate ond vp-fodate of the fime of Infoermation
reoden are trongly advised 10 uie tha information for up %o one manih rom prnt dote. look acceph No resporibilty lot

ond krm s contantly

changng
dificulties tho! may cree o 0 result of on individuct ocling on the odvice ond recommenciations # conloine,
ook Seaual Behavicun kafic Light ool adapled with permission from True Reloboniiips A Reprocuc five Meaith, (El?)MWﬁmbuwmm

childhen and young people: idenify, undeniand ond respond. irsbone: True Rolofomhion & Reproduc tve Health
Umited Compony mgiiennd n Engiond ong Waoles. number 2446740 Regitered Charily in Enghand ond Woles, numiber 00015 Bogrtored Chafty in Scotiond number SC045788

being pubkhed. As
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SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

@ © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

B brook

Behaviours: age 9 to 13 years

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level
of intervention that will vary.

@ Greenbehaviours @ Amber behaviours @ Red behaviours

¢ solitary masturbation

* ue of sexval languoge including
sweor and siang words

« having grl/boylriends who are of the
same, opposte or any gender

¢ interest in popular culture, 0.9,
fashion, music, media, onine gomes,
chatting onine

¢ neod for privacy

¢ consensudl kissing, hugging. holding
hands with poer

¢ unchorocteristic and rskrelated
behaviou, 0.9. sudden and/
or provocative changes in dress,
withcrawal from friends, mixing with
now or older people, having more or
loss monay thon wswal, going missing

¢ vorbal, physical or cyber/virtuol
soxual bullying involving sexuol
oggrossion

¢ LGBT flesbian, gay, bsexual,
transgendaer) fargeted bullying

¢ axhibitionism, 0.9. flashing or mooning

* giving out contact details online
¢ viewing pormographic materiol

¢ worrying about being pregnant or
having STis

oxposing genitals or masturbating in
pubic

datributing naked or sexually
provocative moges of self or othen

soxualy explicit talk with younger
chicren

soxual harassment

arranging o mee! with an online
acquaintance in secre!

genilal injury to self or others

forcing other children of same age.
younger of less oble 1o take part in
soxual activities

soxuol activity 0.9. oral sex of
Intercoune

prasence of saxually transmitted
infection (S1)

evidence ol pregnancy

What is green behaviour?

What is amber behaviour?

What is red behaviour?

Greon bohaviours reflect safe and
heatthy sexual development, They are:

* duplayed between chicren or

Amber behaviours have the potential
1o be outdde of safe and healthy
behaviowr. They may be:

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
healthy behaviout. They may be:

¢ oxcosive, secretive, computsive,

young people of similar age or
developmental ablity

* reflactive of natural curiosity,
experimeniation, consensual
octivities and positive choices

o unusudl for thot parficular chid or
young penon

* of potential concern due o oge, or
developmental diferences

* of potential concem due 1o activity

type, fraquency, duration or contex!
in which they occur

coercive, degrading or threatening
involving significant oge,
developmental, or power differences

of concern due to tha octivity type,
frequency, duration or the context in
which they occur

What can you do?

Green behaviours provide
opporiunities 1o give positive feedback
and additional information,

What can you do?
Amber bahaviours signal Ihe need lo
foke notice and gather information
to ossess the oppropdate oction.

Red behaviours indicate o need for
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o 1 conslanily changng reacien
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chidren ond young
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being
ore shongly for up %0 one month from print dole. Mook acceph NO responubility for
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Iisbone: True Relatorships & Keproduc tive Heolth, Austrola
Limited Company regalered n Engand ond Woles number 440740 Regatered Charity in Engrand ond Walel, nuimber 00015 Regiriered Chamty in Scofiond number SCO45TM

12



SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

® © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

B brook

Behaviours: age 13 to 17 years

All green, omber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level
of intervention that will vary.

@ Greenbehaviours @ Amber behaviours @ Red behaviours

¢ solitary mosturbation

* sexually explicit conversations with
poeors

* obscendties ond jokes within the
current cultural norm

* interest in erotica/pornography

* use of internet/e-media fo chat
online

* having sexual or non-sexual
relationships

o sexual octivity including hugging.,
kissing, holding hands

* consenting oral and/or penetrative
sex with others of the same or
opposite gender who are of similar
oge and developmental ability

* choosing not fo be saxually active

* occessing exploitative or violent
pomography

* uncharocteristic ond rskveloted
behaviour, e.g. sudden and/
or provocative changes in dress,
withdrawal from friends, mixing with
new or older people, having more or
less monay thon usual, Qoing missing

* concern obout body image

* oking and sending naked or sexualy
provocative imoges of self or others

* single occurrance of peeping,
exposing. mooning or obscene
geostures

* Qiving out contact details oniine

¢ joning adult- only social networking
sites and giving false personal
information

* amranging a face fo foce meeting
with on onine confoc! alone

¢ exposing genitals or masturbating in
public

preoccupation with sex, which
interferes with daiy function

sexual degrodation/humiation of self
or others

aftempting/torcing others to expose
genitab

sexualy oggressive/expioitative
behaviour

sexualy explicit talk with younger
chidren

sexual horassment
non-consensual sexual activity
wse of/acceptance of power and
control in sexual relationships
genital injury 1o self or others

sexual contoct with others where
there is a big ditference in oge or
abiity

sexual activity with someone in
outhority and in a position of frust

sexuol activity with family members

involvernent in sexual exploitation
and/or tratficking

sexwal contoct with animals

receipt of gifts or money in exchange
for sex

What is green behaviour?

What is amber behaviour?

What is red behaviour?

Graen behavioun reflect safe and
hedlthy sexual development. They are:

* dspioyed between chidren or

Amber behaviours have the potential
to be outside of safe and healthy
behaviowr, They may be:

Red behavioun are outside of safe and
healthy behaviour. They may be:

¢ pxcessive, secretive, compusive,

young people of similar oge or
developmenial ability

* reflective of natural curiosity,
expenmentation, consensuol
octivities and positive choices

o unusud for that paricular chid or
young peron

* of potential concem due o age, or
developmenial diferences

« of potential concern due 1o octivity
type, frequency, duration or context

coercive, degroding or threatening

¢ involving significant oge,

developmental, or power differences

« of concern due 1o the aclivity type,

frequency, duration or the contex! in
which they occur

nwh‘chlheyoccuv
What can you do? What can you do? “mwm ‘
Green behaviours provide Amber behaviour signal the need to Red behaviours indicate a need for
opportunities o give positive feedback take notice and gather information mmmm
fo assess the appropriate action.
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